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The Mission of The Morton Arboretum 
“To collect and study trees, shrubs and other plants from around the world and to display them across 
naturally beautiful landscapes for people to study and enjoy, and to learn how to grow them in ways 
that enhance our environment. Our goal is to encourage the planting and conservation of trees and 
other plants for a greener, healthier and more beautiful world.” 
 
The Goals of Summer Science Camp: 
Play Outdoors: Experience the natural world and share social outdoor experiences that promote 
exploration, exercise, and mental health while exploring the environment.   
Create Awareness: Connect children to the natural world by providing opportunities for them to 
explore, discover and investigate nature. 
Develop Appreciation: Serve as a stepping-stone to future learning experiences about the natural 
environment. 
Inspire Conservation: From these experiences, pave the way for future values, behaviors and 
attitudes to care for or contribute to supporting our environment. 
 
Summer Science Camp Inclusion Statement: 
The Summer Science Camps at the Morton Arboretum strive to inspire campers of all abilities and all 
backgrounds to enjoy and explore nature.  We believe that nature is a universal language that can 
connect all campers to each other and their environment and foster respect.  One of the Arboretum’s 
core values is to support diversity, equity, accessibility, and inclusion. 
 

The Morton Arboretum is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit organization.  
Your support advances education, research, and conservation initiatives for 

 trees at the Arboretum and throughout the world. 

Summer Science Camps are generously supported by:     

 



Getting to and from the Morton Arboretum 
Camp Address Thornhill Shelter 

4100 IL-53, Lisle, IL 60532 

Camp Phone 
Number 

(630)-719-4890 
 

Car General 
Instructions 

Parking is at the Thornhill Shelter at P21. Once you enter 
the gatehouse, take a right before you reach the visitor 
center parking lot. Then, follow the road over the river and 
up Thornhill. Follow signs for P21 (parking lot numbers go 
in numerical order). 
 
If you arrive before your camp starts, please wait until 10 
minutes before your camp start time to check in. Please be 
respectful of camp staff during this preparation time. 
 
Dogs and other pets are not allowed on Arboretum 
grounds, in your vehicle. Additionally, dogs are not 
permitted at the Thornhill Picnic Shelter.  
 
To get to the closest exit, proceed to the back of Parking 
Lot 21 and turn right. You will arrive at an automated gate. 
Please pull up to the white line and stop to activate the 
gate. Once the gate opens, proceed to exit the grounds on 
Park Blvd. Even if the gate is open, please stop at the line 
before proceeding to exit, so the sensor recognizes your 
vehicle and remains open. 

Check In Check in starts 10 minutes before your camp’s start time. 
Please ensure you are with your child during check-in. 
Campers will be checked in at the picnic tables under the 
Thornhill Picnic Shelter.    
Please be sure to apply sunscreen and bug spray at home, 
before camp check in.  
After campers are dropped off, you are welcome to stay on 
site.  
Camp will not be canceled due to rain. Camp is held 
outdoors, rain or shine. In case of extreme weather, 
children will participate in indoor activities at the Thornhill 
Education Center.  

Check Out Check out starts at your camp’s end time under the 
Thornhill Picnic Shelter. All authorized pickups must have 
a photo ID each day for your camper to be checked out. 
To ensure accurate information and timely pickup, please 
make sure your approved pickups list is complete and 
includes all approved adults. 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/P21,+Glen+Ellyn,+IL+60137/@41.8216994,-88.0805951,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x880e5158299df147:0x8fcbc6e95eceb583!8m2!3d41.8215584!4d-88.0789309!16s%2Fg%2F11ckngdbkf?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


Parents/guardians can add additional authorized pickups if 
needed. Please see a coordinator to add new authorized 
pickups or use this link. 

Before-Camp & 
After-Camp Care 

Before and After Care is a separate camp registration. To 
add/remove registration, please contact the registrar’s 
office at (630)-719-2468. 
 
Pickup and drop off for Before/After care is at the same 
spot as camp drop off/pickup. The schedule is as follows: 
 
Morning Care drop off is at 8:00 am. Regular check-in 
procedures apply. 
 
Aftercare pick up is between 3:00 pm - 5:30 pm. Your 
camper will be signed out of their camp and signed into 
aftercare by camp staff. Regular pick-up procedures apply. 
 
Note: if your child is attending after care, packing an extra 
snack is recommended. 

Late Drop-off & Early 
Pick-up 

Please avoid late drop-off and early pick-up. We ask that 
you drop off and pick up within your camp’s window. 
 
Please let Krista Phelps know as soon as possible of any 
late arrivals or early dismissals by emailing 
kphelps@mortonarb.org or calling at (630)-719-4890. 

Absences Please be sure to email Krista Phelps at 
kphelps@mortonarb.org to inform us of an absence. In 
your message please include the absence date, your 
camper’s full name, and the camp name. 

 

https://forms.gle/ULAEsZHdZP5GYRV69
mailto:kphelps@mortonarb.org


Camper Needs for Success 
Camper Success We want everyone to be successful and we find that 

campers have the best experience if they can do the 
following: 

●​ Understand and follow verbal directions 
●​ Understand and follow camp rules and expectations 
●​ Be able to verbalize if they need assistance, are 

hungry, are hurt, etc. 
●​ Be able to reasonably and age-appropriately 

self-regulate social and emotional needs. 
●​ Use the toilet unassisted 

Physical Needs Campers should be willing to play in an outdoor camp 
setting which includes wildlife, insects, navigating uneven 
terrain, and daily exposure to sun, rain or other weather 
conditions. 
 
If your camper has physical restrictions and/or uses a 
wheelchair, crutches, braces, or similar assistive 
technology, please contact us so we can plan the best 
experience for them. While many camps can be modified 
to meet the specific needs of our campers, we are not 
equipped to provide care for campers who need 
one-on-one assistance. Note that most trails at the Morton 
Arboretum are woodchip trails. Please contact 
kphelps@mortonarb.org to discuss camper needs prior to 
registration.   

 

mailto:kphelps@mortonarb.org


Program and Activity Information 
Program Activities Our camp programs are balanced with weekly themed 

camp activities which are all facilitated with skill-building 
and learning. Campers will participate in their activities 
within their small group camp but may combine with other 
camps for games. 
 
Each day, campers will learn about their camp’s theme, go 
on a hike, do a craft or experiment, and play games.  

Sample Full Day at 
Camp 9am-3pm 

8:50-9:10 am                       Check-in 
9:15 am - 12:00 pm             Morning craft & hike 
12:00 pm - 12:30 pm           Lunch 
12:30 pm - 3:00 pm             Experiments, hikes, games 
3:00 pm                               Pick-up 
 
Note: Schedule is subject to change based on the 
instructor's plans. This is just a sample. 

Sample AM Half Day 
at Camp 9am-12pm 

8:50-9:10 am                       Check-in 
9:15 am - 12:00 pm             Crafts & hike 
12:00 pm                              Pick-up 
 
Note: Schedule is subject to change based on the 
instructor's plans. This is just a sample. 

Sample PM Half Day 
at Camp 

12:30pm-3:30pm 

12:20-12:40 pm                   Check-in 
12:40-3:30 pm                     Crafts & hike 
3:30 pm                                Pick-up 
 
Note: Schedule is subject to change based on the 
instructor's plans. This is just a sample. 

 



Camper Health & Safety 
Weather Camp is held rain or shine! If the weather is hot, activities 

are adapted to keep campers safe. Help your camper have 
a successful time at camp by checking and preparing for 
the weather prior to arrival. 
 
Camp admin and security constantly monitor weather using 
the National Weather Service. There are designated indoor 
storm shelters for each camp in cases of severe weather. If 
severe weather develops during the camp day, campers 
will be moved to shelter until the weather passes. 
 
In the event of severe weather, drop off and pick-up may 
be in the Thornhill Education Center basement. Parking will 
be at P21 like regular drop off/pick-up. The Thornhill 
Education Center is across the street from the Thornhill 
Shelter. Please park in P21 and walk to the Thornhill 
Education Center, Camp staff will help direct you. 

Sick Policy Maintaining a safe and healthy environment for our 
campers and staff is very important to us. If your child is 
sick, please do not send them to camp. Instead, email  
Krista Phelps at kphelps@mortonarb.org to note your 
camper’s absence. 
 
If your camper becomes sick while at camp, coordinators 
will attend to the camper’s needs and parents/guardians 
will be contacted to pick them up from camp. 

Bug Spray & 
Sunscreen 

Staff cannot provide bug spray or sunscreen to campers. 
Campers should bring their own bug spray and sunscreen. 
Staff members may assist campers re-apply their own 
sprays. 

Medication at Camp All campers bringing medication to camp must have 
both a parent/guardian and a physician fill out the 
Medication Authorization form: 
 

 Science Camp Medication Authorization Form 2026 -…
 
Upload Camper Medication Authorization Forms Here 
 
*Please note that medication must be in an original 
container with pharmacy instructions and you may 
only bring enough medication for one day of camp at a 
time. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14L4wer3nnBotZCthKyaqGTbICUx0gcQR/view?usp=sharing
mailto:kphelps@mortonarb.org
https://mortonarb.tfaforms.net/45


Over the counter medication is not allowed at camp 
without a Medication Authorization Form completed by 
your physician.   
 
Inhalers may be carried by instructor or camper 
depending on camper age and ability to 
self-administer.  Epipens and other emergency allergy 
medications are carried by the instructor to support 
ease of location during an emergency.  All other 
medications are kept in a lockbox in the camp office.   
 

Camper Paperwork Camper paperwork will be sent via email and is due 2 
weeks prior to the start of camp.   

Camper First Aid All camp administration and instructors are trained in first 
aid and each instructor has a first aid kit with them at all 
times. 
 
Should a camper be injured, instructors will administer the 
necessary first aid care. You may be contacted via phone 
for certain injuries. If necessary, camp administration or 
security will call emergency services. 
 
Each injury will receive a first aid record card that a 
parent/guardian must sign and return to their camper’s 
instructor. First aid records are kept and monitored by 
camp administration and security. 

Checking for 
Hitchhikers Daily 

We recommend that parents check children after camp for 
any “hitchhikers” that may have come home after a day of 
camp. Ticks and other insects are a reality of summer days 
outside. We recommend doing a complete check of your 
child from head to toe for ticks they may have picked up 
while at camp. 
 
Just like many insects and animals that share space at the 
Arboretum, mosquitos, ticks and other nuisance insects are 
a reality of wooded areas in Illinois. Ticks are often 
prevalent in natural areas where there are populations of 
deer or large mammals. Checking your body and clothing 
after spending time outdoors in wooded areas is 
recommended. 
 
 Although the presence of ticks is a natural part of the 
ecosystems within this region, there are years where 
populations of ticks are greater due to a myriad of 
environmental factors. This year (2025), we are observing 
an increase of their presence and recommend that groups 

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/environmental-health-protection/structural-pest-control/common-ticks.html


participating in programs at The Arboretum consider some 
additional measures. This includes considering the use of 
bug spray (with DEET), and regular checks for ticks along 
clothing edges (socks, pant legs, waistbands), along with 
checking along hairlines following time in the natural 
areas.Ticks can remain on clothing and the body for 
several hours following a visit to the natural areas, and 
checks help to remove them before they have a chance to 
bite. Arboretum staff will continue to communicate this with 
groups and participants. Additionally, participants are 
encouraged to do self-checks following participation in 
education programs.  
 
For more information:  

●​ https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/environmental
-health-protection/structural-pest-control/common-tic
ks/identification.html 

●​ https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/  
 

Air Quality 
Monitoring 

Air quality is monitored by camp staff. Activities will be 
adjusted to reflect air quality by limiting outdoor time. 

General Information 
Communication from 

Camp 
Emails with important camp information will come from: 

●​ kphelps@mortonarb.org 
●​ rwirth@mortonarb.org 
●​ jfox@mortonarb.org 

 
Make sure to check your email (including junk/spam 
folders) for any additional important information before 
coming to camp. 
 
Your camper may bring home projects in their backpack 
each day during their program. Please check this daily. 

Behavior Issues All campers and their guardians are asked to review and 
understand the behavior and expectations agreement.  
 
If a camper is struggling to maintain proper behavior, camp 
staff will work with the camper and the family to help the 
camper succeed in the camp setting. However, our staff 
are only equipped to support up to a certain extent. If a 
camper is unable to follow camp rules guardians will be 
called and asked to pick up their camper. 

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/environmental-health-protection/structural-pest-control/common-ticks/identification.html
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/environmental-health-protection/structural-pest-control/common-ticks/identification.html
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/environmental-health-protection/structural-pest-control/common-ticks/identification.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/
mailto:kphelps@mortonarb.org
mailto:rwirth@mortonarb.org
mailto:jfox@mortonarb.org


Photos & Video PHOTOGRAPHY RELEASE  I give permission for my 
child(ren)s picture(s) to be used in publications or for 
educational purposes by The Morton Arboretum. (Children 
will not be identified by name).  By your presence, you 
grant permission for your likeness to be included and used 
in any and all media by The Morton Arboretum and you 
release The Morton Arboretum from any claims or liability 
connected therewith.  
 
A sampling of photos will be shared after camp, but please 
note that not all camps may be pictured each week.   

Camp Staff Our staff are composed individuals who display a 
commitment towards working with children and a love for 
the outdoors. Background checks and reference checks 
are completed for all staff members.  

Lost & Found Help us keep track of your camper’s belongings by labeling 
all personal items with their first and last names. Camp 
staff will do their best to reunite owners with their 
belongings via email. 
 
A Lost & Found bin is at the Thornhill Shelter for your 
convenience. Any items left over after the camp season will 
be donated. 

Friday Notes Camp shirts should be worn on Fridays. To celebrate an 
awesome week at camp, all campers will receive a freezy 
pop on Friday!  
Nutritional information: Otter Pops Freezer Ice Bars, 
100% Fruit Juice Ice Pops, Original Flavors 

 

 



Financial Information 
Camp Fees, 

Cancellations & 
Refunds 

Please see our website for Registration, Cancellation, 
Transfer, Late Pickup, and Refund Policies 

Daily Packing List 

​Backpack 
​Water bottle 
​ Insect repellant 
​Sunscreen 
​Sack lunch/snacks 
​Raincoat or poncho (weather dependent)  
​Hat 
​Closed-toed Shoes 

​Personal hand sanitizer (optional) 
​Camper medications if necessary (see 
Camp Medication information) 

Packing List Details 
What to Wear Camp life includes a lot of hiking, wooded areas, dirt, and 

outdoor time. Campers should wear clothing that can get 
dirty. Campers will frequently use art supplies and play 
outdoors; we recommend clothes you won’t mind getting 
stained. 
 
Socks and sturdy, closed-toed shoes are required to 
protect feet on trails and gravel roads at camp. 
 
Extra clothes (e.g. extra socks) is a great idea! 
 
Appropriate clothing is necessary to protect campers from 
the environment such as the sun, bugs, and uneven 
walking surfaces. Short shorts, tank tops, crop tops, 
sandals, crocs, and other open-toed shoes should not be 
worn at camp. 

Backpack/sack Camper’s belongings will stay with them and be carried 
throughout the day. It is recommended campers have a 
backpack large enough for their things plus any projects 
they may bring home. We recommend using a regular 
backpack instead of a drawstring bag. 

https://mortonarb.org/explore/activities/childrens-family-programs/summer-science-camps/#pricing-and-policies
https://mortonarb.org/explore/activities/childrens-family-programs/summer-science-camps/#pricing-and-policies


Water Bottle Please provide a water bottle for your camper. Water 
bottles should be reusable. Refill locations are available at 
camp during the day. 

Lunch Campers will not have access to reheating services nor the 
opportunity to purchase a lunch. Please note that campers 
may not share food due to health and safety restrictions. 
 
Please try to avoid packing food with common allergens 
such as nuts. Food will not be refrigerated and therefore 
ice packs are recommended. 

Cell Phones & Smart 
Watches 

It is not recommended to bring cell phones or smart 
watches to camp. If your camper has a cell phone, they will 
be reminded to keep it off and in their backpack. If a 
camper has a smart watch, we ask they not call or text 
during the camp day. 
 
Emergencies can be handled on a case-by-case basis. If 
you know ahead of time you will need to contact your 
camper, please let the instructor know at drop off and we 
are more than willing to accommodate your needs! If 
personal items are brought to camp it is at your own risk.  

Behavior Agreement 
 
Behavior Agreement: Review with your child before camp 
Summer Science Camp should be a positive and memorable experience for every child. In order to achieve 
this, we  ask that you begin by knowing the expectations for behavior at camp. Each Camp Instructor will also 
remind the  campers of the rules at the beginning of each camp week.   

Summer Science Camp Rules:  

1.​ Children will follow directions given by Arboretum staff.  
2.​ Children will treat other children and staff with respect; profanity, bullying, name-calling, or other 

hurtful  verbal behavior will not be tolerated.  
3.​ Children will keep their hands and feet to themselves; acts of physical aggression towards 

staff or  participants will not be tolerated.  
4.​ Rules and procedures regarding the possession and use of medications will be strictly 

enforced.  
5.​ Possession of alcohol, drugs, or weapons is strictly prohibited and the child will be 

immediately removed from camp.   
 
Summer Science Camp Consequences:   
 
The disciplinary steps set forth below are merely guides for action to be taken when camp rules are violated. 
These steps are discretionary at the sole determination of The Morton Arboretum and the Arboretum reserves 



the right to take any level of disciplinary action it deems appropriate under the circumstances, including but 
not limited to, moving a child to another camp session or dismissing a child from a camp session without a 
refund.  

1. Verbal Warning: If a child does not follow rules, the instructor will restate the rules and re-clarify the  
expectations. If a second warning is required, parents will be notified (at pick-up time or by phone) of 
the  incident.  

2. Time Out: If the child continues to not follow rules, they will be removed from the other campers and 
must  speak with the Camp Coordinator (who will restate the rule and re-clarify the expectations). 
Parents will be notified of the incident (at pick-up or by phone).   

3. Parent Involvement: Continued incidents will warrant sending the child to the camp coordinator’s or 
manager’s office to call their parent/guardian to explain and discuss the situation. If the issue is 
resolved and agreed upon by all three parties the child will be allowed to rejoin the group. If the issue is 
not resolved the parent/guardian will be asked to pick-up their child (Step 4).   

4. Removal from Program: Any further rule breaking will cause the parent/guardian to be contacted 
and asked to pick their child up. The child will not be permitted to return to camp for the remainder 
of the  week and a refund will not be given. 

 
  
 

Additional Resources 
Parent/Guardian prompts for talking with campers about their experiences.  Suggested after camp 
questions: 

●​ What was the topic of the day? 
●​ Where did you hike, what did you see?  
●​ Who did you talk to, what games did you play?   
●​ How did you feel at camp today?   

 
Family Hiking Resource 

 
 
Allergy Alert and Release of Liability 
 

ALLERGY ALERT  THE MORTON ARBORETUM IS A NATURAL ENVIRONMENT WITH POTENTIAL 
ALLERGENS SUCH AS TREES, PLANTS, FLOWERS, ETC. IN ADDITION, THE ARBORETUM IS NOT A 
PEANUT-FREE ENVIRONMENT.  WE CANNOT PROTECT AGAINST EXPOSURE TO THESE OR ANY 
OTHER ALLERGENS. IF YOUR CHILD IS SUSCEPTIBLE TO ALLERGIC REACTIONS, PLEASE BE SURE 
THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN ALL NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS, INCLUDING COMPLETION OF OUR 
MEDICATION AUTHORIZATION FORMS AND NOTIFYING OUR STAFF OF YOUR CHILD'S ALLERGIES. 

 

 

RELEASE OF LIABILITY  The Morton Arboretum strives to provide an enjoyable, safe, and educational camp 
experience for all participants. However, participants registering their children in programs and activities must 
recognize the potential risk of injury that participation entails. In order to reduce the risks, The Morton 
Arboretum requires participants to follow all Arboretum and Science camp safety rules. The Morton Arboretum 
does not carry medical insurance to cover the cost of injuries sustained in its programs or activities. Please 
review your own health insurance coverage before registering. The Morton Arboretum is not responsible for 
payment of medical expenses.  BY CHECKING THE BOX BELOW, I ACKNOWLEDGE AND RECOGNIZE 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ARB3ugh4b29CUTVWXNv1m8uMgw2tWiCs/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103935100870231049966&rtpof=true&sd=true


THE INHERENT RISKS OF PHYSICAL INJURY TO PARTICIPANTS IN THE ABOVE PROGRAM. I hereby 
authorize and consent to the Morton Arboretum, its employees, volunteers and agents, and my child's 
physician, or any physician in their group practice, on my behalf and in my stead, to administer emergency 
medical assistance to my child. This permission and consent extends to the right of The Morton Arboretum, its 
employees, volunteers and agents, to arrange for immediate medical treatment by any licensed physician 
and/or other medical personnel, and for such physician or other medical personnel to apply such emergency 
techniques which in their judgement they deem appropriate to treat any illness or injury sustained by my child. I 
further authorize The Morton Arboretum, by and through its employees, volunteers and agents, to administer 
such emergency medical treatment as is necessary for the health and welfare of my child.  I AGREE TO 
ASSUME THE FULL RISK OF ANY AND ALL LOSS, DAMAGES OR INJURIES MY CHILD (REN) MAY 
SUSTAIN AS A RESULT OF THEIR PARTICIPATION AND ACTIVITIES IN THE ABOVE PROGRAM, 
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO HIKING AND OTHER OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES OF A PHYSICAL 
NATURE. I DO HEREBY FULLY RELEASE, DISCHARGE AND HOLD HARMLESS THE MORTON 
ARBORETUM AND ITS AGENTS, VOLUNTEERS AND EMPLOYEES OR ANYONE ACTING ON ITS 
BEHALF FROM AND AGAINST ANY AND ALL LIABILITY ARISING OUT OF OR RELATING TO MY 
CHILD(REN)S PARTICIPATION IN THE ABOVE PROGRAM OR RESULTING FROM OR ARISING OUT OF 
THE PROVISION OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT AS DESCRIBED ABOVE, INCLUDING BUT 
NOT LIMITED TO CAUSES OF ACTIONS, SUITS, DAMAGES, JUDGEMENTS, OR CLAIMS FOR 
PERSONAL INJURY AND/OR DEATH. I hereby authorize, agree and allow my child to participate in The 
Morton Arboretum Science Camp Program.  I give permission for my child(ren), listed above to participate in all 
camp activities. I agree to pick up my child(ren) promptly at the end camp or I will be assessed a late fee. I 
further understand that The Morton Arboretum is not a peanut-free or allergen free environment and that, if my 
child is susceptible to allergic reactions, it is my responsibility to complete the medication authorization forms 
and notify the Arboretum of my child's allergies. 
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