NEXT, WE'LL SEE

SOME OF OUR )
YOUNGER PLANTS. /F L
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NO, THERE'S
SOMETHING
INSIDE.

WHAT AKE
THESE LITTLE

THOSE ARE OAK TREES
FROM BAJA SUR, MEXICO.
THEIR STORY IS
ANYTHING BUT ORUINARY.




THE FIRST TIME I WALKED INTO
THAT GROVE, I WAS IN AWE,

BUT THERE WAS SOMETHING STRANGE GOING ON THERE.
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IT'S LIKE AN OAK
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY.




NOT A SINGLE TREE HERE IS LESS THAN 100 YEARS OLD,
WHICH 1S A PROBLEM. WHEN THESE TREES UIE, THE SPECIES
RISKS GOING EXTINCT.

=

ITS MY JOB TO MAKE SURE THAT DOESN'T HAPPEN.

WOW. DID YOU ALWAYS
KNOW YOU'D GROW UP
TO BE A SCIENTIST?

YOU KNOW, I ALWAYS

LOVED NATURE, BDT I

ACTUALLY ENTERED COLLEGE
AS AN ENGLISH MAJOR!




BUT I TOOK AN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE CLASS AS AN
ELECTIVE. THAT WAS MY FIRST EXPOSURE TO THE IDEAS
OF CLIMATE CHANGE AND VANISHING BIODIVERSITY.

I WISH THERE
WAS SOMETHING
WE COULD DO.

YEAH, THERE
HAS TO BE.




SO YOU GOT
INTO CONSERVATION!




I DIDNT HAVE A CLEAR VISION OF WHERE
I'0O END UP, BUT I HOPED MY DEGREE AND
EXPERIENCES WOULD OPEN SOME DOORS.

EVENTUALLY, THEY OID.
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TODAY, AS A
CONSERVATION
SCIENTIST WORKING
IN A PUBLIC
GARDEN, I FOCUS o
ON USING RESEARCH e

TO HELP SAVE w
VULNERABLE TREE
SPECIES FROM _,‘ 0
EXTINCTION. ‘
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A \ BUT THIS IS A
HUGE TASK, ONE
@w

' THAT YOU CAN'T
w\_ DO ALONE.
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SO I PULL TOGETHER GROUPS OF SCIENTISTS,
CONSERVATIONISTS, AND LOCAL COMMUNITY
MEMBERS TO INVESTIGATE THREATS TO TREES.




50 WHAT DO WE THINK IS KEEPING
THE ACORNS FROM ESTABLISHING
THEMSELVES AND THE YOUNG TREES

i

WITH SHIFTING MAYBE THEY'RE JUST

WEATHER PATTERNS NOT GETTING ENOUGH?
BROUGHT BY A _
CHANGING CLIMATE, ~y OR NOT
WATER IS LIKELY o ; ENOUGH FOR
AN ISSUE, U ‘ A LONG
A &R ENOUGH
PERIOD OF

OR AT THE
RIGHT TIME
OF YEAR?




BUT THERE COULD BE ).
OTHER FACTORS, '

HMMM, MAYBE
GRAZING'S
AN ISSUE.
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THE FIRST STEP WAS BULKING UP THE SPECIES'
NUMBERS. THERE WERE ACORNS GROWING IN ONLY
TWO BOTANICAL GARDUENS BEFORE WE STARTED.

NOW, WE'VE GOT THOUSANDS
IN 14 GARUDENS!




WE WANTED TO SEE WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF WE
PLANTED ACORNS, AND PROTECTED AND MONITORED
THE SEEULINGS IN THE DRY CREEK BEDS OF BAJA.

15 DROUGHT
IMPACTING THEM OR I5 IT
SOMETHING ELSE?
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THOSE
FOOTHILLS COULD
BE THE SPOT!

BUT WE CAN'T KEEP ALL THIS RESEARCH TO
OURSELVES. SO I VO A TON OF OUTREACH
-INSPIRING AND EDUCATING TO GET THE MESSAGE

ACROSS AND FIND COLLABORATORS.

WHAT MOTIVATES
YOU TO DO THIS
KIND OF WORK?




I LOVE TRANSLATING
SCIENCE INTO ACTION.
IT'S GRATIFYING TO
THINK THAT OUR
EFFORTS MIGHT
RESULT IN THESE OAKS
BOUNCING BACK FROM
THE BRINK OF
EXTINCTION.

HAHA, WELL,
WE'RE OFF TO A
GOOU START.
WE STILL HAVE A
LOT TO DO TO
MAKE SURE

OAKS DUONT
GO EXTINCT,
BUT WE ARE
WORKING HARD!

HOORAY!
YOU'RE SAVING

I MEET A NEW
TEAM IN CHINA

ON TUE‘EUAY!/




OKAY, LET'S CONTINUE
WITH THE TOUR.
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HMMM... I WONDER
WHERE THIS DOOR
LEADS.




