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Science?
APRIL 26 (POST 263) '

HAMMERTHYME Apr 10

Cool! Always wondered what
being an RA actually looked like...

CHLOErPhyll Apr 11
YV
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It's safe to say I've always been CURIOUS.

ACORNYGIRL Apr 10

H ’ | had that book when | was a
Cresapg kid too!
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SPRUCESPRINGSTEEN Apri0
:1 ‘ﬁ’_ \t :i Haha my parents totally get sick of

all my questions!

-



Everything | saw got me asking questions,
like "How do birds know which way is South?"




My Dad al'ld l USEd tO play "Name that tree" Logintqleaveacomment!
when we were in the park

SpiderPlantMan Apr 10
Got a go-to tield guide?

CHLOEerphyll Apr 10
Yep, huge tan of the Peterson

Field Guides!

PoplarKid Apr 11
Myfavil 8 ) of

My dad and | walking
through the park the summer

before 4th grade

Cottonwood When | didn't

know one, he'd
make me look it up
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In college, | felt like a sponge as | took more biology
classes and began wondering where it could take me.

Cactus

)
&

S

modified
into Jaws!

Maybe I'd be one of the people making the
discoveries | was learning about in class?



| wasn't so sure about working in a lab, but | thought I'd give
It a shot. So | found a part time research assistant position
in a forest ecology lab.




It would totally change everything!




Jordan, the lead researcher, was wonderful. She helped me see
mistakes as learning opportunities and encouraged me
to go to a local research conference. | learned a ton!
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Before that, | thought you needed a PhD to Log in to eave a comment
contribute to science in a meaningful way. RITE —
Turns out that's not true. We even worked Wow, awesomel
tOGEther {o (Oauthor papers_ CHLOEerphyll Apr 10

Totally, it was a huge confidence
boost!




And they've encouraged me to use my art as a tool
for communicating science.
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Essential
coffee!

This is my lab station, my home away from home!




But at the same time,
| don't want to sit in
front of a computer all

day. | get to collect data
for projects during L cool
. i . €teoro|
fieldwork, which gets me devices fo”
- Measyr;
into the local woods soil mois
by myself.. ~unlight
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' It also breaks easily
| (sol had to learn

how to fixit)!




data t

k doodle of a cool White Oa

Tree | saw while | was out collecting
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| also got to work as a research assistant

at a lab in Arizona. Being in an unfamiliar S
region was eye-opening, and the field the desert.
work took me to some amazing places! BAOBARBER Apr 10

| wouldn't mind having the Grand

; ll : . T | i Canyon practically in my
| 4 | | ] backyard!
> I/ r'l AN I | e
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I've been exposed

to research SapHappy Apr 10
In a b UNc h _ | Dendrochronoloay???

of cool 7 7220\ CHLOEerphyll Apr 10

studying trees' annual growth rings
to reveal each tree's story...and
environmental change/past
climate - used alot in climate
change studies!
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Ecophysiology!




More than anything, |'ve

loved being part of a team.




Working with different researchers has shown me
that nobody sciences the same way.




And it's helped me shape the way | ask questions.
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| could keep talking about how awesome
research assistant work is, but | should GRASSROOTS A [0
get back to some genetic sequencing data. Did you study coding or learn

on your own?

FIRANDFEATHER Apr 10
Where to next?

Send your comments and
questions and I'll address MUIRMAMA .
them in my next post!

Ever think about getting a PhD?
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